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THAT ALL MAY READ. 


Report on 


the Section 


by Edwige Mortyr. 


Delivered 


Libraries 


as in-depth 


Serving the 


of Libraries for the Blind, 


I 


report at the Open Forum of the Division of 


General Fublic. 


Sunday i9. August i990 in Stockholm. 


INTRODUCTION 


this report is borrowed with permission from the 


Nook published in Library of Congress —- National Library 


Service for the Blind and Fhysically Handicapped. 


Fle is appropriate of the work and objectives of the 


Section soft Libraries for the Blind, regarding 


Materials we are dealing with, as the user or 


anyone with print-reading nandicap - chiid or adult, 


professional reading at any level. 


In the book "That all may read" - director Frank Furt Cylke of 

Ming NLS/Library of Congress - has written a chapter called 
"International cooperation”, which gives a historical background 
of the establishing of library service to the blind and visually 

| Rhandicapped and the statement on the necessity of international 


cooperation. 


Burt 
day. 


At the IFLA Conference in Nairobi 1984 - W 


(Denmark) gave the report of Section at th 


Division of Libraries Serving the General 


was oublisned in IFLA journal, vol. 11 (19 


Beuce Massis, USA, Liaison Officer of the 


the history of the Section, in 


next which has 


year, 


Sal 


fFOGRAFHY ABROAD" 


With the conference. 


weitten document 


necessary to 


the Section, as some of 
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attended IFLA conferences. 


At the 43rd IFLA annual conference, 


of the National Library Srevice for the Bl 


Handicapoced (Library of Congress, USA), Fr 


presentec aA proposal "for international 


service for blind and physically RAandicapp 


IFLA meeting of the Section of Libraries i 


Cylke also describes the birth the Section I 
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coordination of 


~ 


Peo. Git co 


innie Vitzansky 
e Open Forum of the 


Public, and the report 
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The proposal suggested that a working group be established under 
this section to study: 

* "An international inventory of resources 

- The indentification of existing production formats 

- The standardazition of these formats 

an An effective international loan system 

vs A coordinated application of technology to sroduction 


requirements” 


In i979 the working Group applied for and was granted the status 
of “Round Table of Libraries for the Blind". As a Round Table, 


the group mAad to elect a chairperson and a secretary - according 


T am prouc to tell you that the first chairperson of the Round 
Table was 3 Norwegian —- Anna Ubostad. 
The Round Table worked very successfully - Both professionally 


and in recruiting new members. AS a result the Round Table 
applied in 1982 to be upgraded to "section" status - and this 


was granted beginning 1983. 
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THAT ALL MAY READ 


1990 is the United Nations International Literacy Year. 
1989 - 99 is the United Nations Decade of Cultural Development. 
Within this decade the United Nations has declared as an 


objective to conquer illiteracy in the world. 


IT aiso want to remind you of the Universal Declaration of Human 


fights, Paragraph 27, article 2, 
"Everyone has the right freely to participate in the 
cultural life of the community, to enjoy the arts and share 
LM Scientific advancement and its benefits" 

and the resolution adopted by the IFLA General Assembly in Paris 
i989 on Freecom of Expression, Censorship and Libraries. 

When speaking of illiteracy or the basic Auman rights to learn to 


read - we esasely forget that not all individuals may read print 


material. 


But the concept of these declarations and resalutions must 


include reading other formats than print. 
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The basic difference between our Section and the others within 
IFLA is not the collections or the ordinary work ina library - 
but the production of audio, braille, large print, moon, which 
means many libraries for the blind are both libraries and 


production centres. 


TERMS OF REFERENCE 


ent ont 
t 


Looking Back at the proposal of 19fFf of establishing a working 
group unto the Section to-day, you will see that the main 


Sbjectives are not changed. 


I quote: 

The main objectives of the Section are to promote national and 
international cooperation in the field of library services for 
the bling and other print Aandicapped readers, and to esncourage 
research and development in all aspects of this area, thus 
improving the availability of materials for the olind and other 


print handicapped. 


To achieve these goals, the Section is concerned with 
implementation of service goals, standardization of materials, 
problems of copyright, bibliographic control of materials, 


relaxation of postal regulations and custom laws, and the 


identification of the locations of special format collections for 


the blind and other print handicapped readers. 
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The terms of reference of the Section are closely related to the 


core programmes of IFLA. 


PROJECTS RELATED TO IFLA CORE FROGRAMMES 


SRD DIRECTORY OF LIBRARIES FOR THE BLIND 


The first Directory of Libraries for the Blind was published in 
1984 By National Library Service for the Hlind and Physically 
Handicapped and UNESCO. 


— 


The 2nd Sscition was published as an IFLA report, as well as this 


b an 


rhe work to gather information for the Directory has been 
Sonsiceradie Aard and time consuming. With the pubdlishing of the 


2nGQ Sedition the Section decided on a policy of continuous 


revision. and that the directory become 4 computer data-base. 


SC-member Airoshi Kawamura offered to host the directory at a 
computer of the University of Tokyo, and to merge the 2 existing 


directories into a 3rd edition. 
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From the work started in i?f8 until now we have experienced the 
difficulties in obtaining intormation about existing collections 
of talking and braille books, the variety within one country as 
well as between countries, the lack of bibliographic control, and 
the fact that in many countries libraries for the blind are not 


linked with the existing library systems. 


In i984 Winnie VYitzansky said: 
“at the very moment it is so that no country in the world 


includes books published in media for the blind in their 


Mational b5idliographies, and no separate nationai 
Dibliographies tor these materials are at present 
published. * 

To-day this picture is changed in many countries. Catalogs of 


Oraiile and talking books Aave been published either as print, 


Dralile, talking, microfiche or is availabdDle online. The cataloacs 


are in-house or established at the National library, and Union 


Catalogs Aave seen developed. 


But there is still a long way to go. 
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The 3rd Directory now essentially ada + abase, 15 both a tool to 
improve availabity of materials for the blind, as to locate 
special collections, and it may function as a key to understand 
problems as to copyright, standards, interlibrary loans and 
postal/custom regulations. 

The 3rd Directory is in its function a UAP-project as well as 


UBCIM-project. 


To locate collections is also to Aave access to them, either the 
item itseif or the bibliographic description. 
Creating union catalogs requires standard bibliographic 
descriptions, and exchange of information is made easier by 
standards. 
Transcristion of braille and production of talking Books are 
expensive therefor double-production of a title should be 
avoided, anc one way to prevent double production is to create 
professional bibliographic information. We may not impose on 
anyone any rules, but an effective, rational and logical handling 
Ssnould 52 convincing in itself. In addition to the IFLA core 

' 
programmes this work is closely related to the Sections of 


Bibliography, Cataloguing, Classification and Indexing, National 


Libraries and so on. 
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ASIAN SEMINAR 


The Section is planning an Asian Seminar in January 1991 in Tokyo 
with the purpose: 
"to promote library services and literacy programmes 
desiqned to meet the needs of the visually NAandicapped in 
Asian Developing Countries.” 


As I said - 1990 is UN Literacy Year and we are in the Decade of 


Cultural Development. 


The Asian Seminar is the second arranged by the Section. The 
First seminar was feid in Tanzania in 1980 as an ITFLA/UNESCO- 


seminar. 


The Section’s involiment in library service to the blind and 
Physicaiiy nandicapped in developing countries will continue 
Bither oy seminars like the African and the Asian, or by setting 
up training seminars for developing countries. The work relates 
to the IFLA programme of Advancement of Librarianship in the 
Third Worid and to the Round Table on Continuing FProfessional 


Education. 
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DEVELOPING RECOMMENDED STANDARDS FOR FRODUCTION OF BRAILLE AND 


TALKING BOOKS AND LARGE PRINT EDITIONS 


Transcribing braille is dependent on a braille code for each 
language. Many nations use contractions in braille, and the 
contractions differ between nations. When a Norwegian wants to 
read a German text in braille, it is necessary to know the German 
language ‘of course) and the contractions used in that language. 
The use of contractions in braille is mostly a problem in 
minority Languages like Norwegian, as we are dependent on reading 
FOresiaqn languages, probably more than any foreigner would need to 


read Norwegian. 


Talking sooks are recorded in difterent formats - reel tape, 
Gisc, cassettes and differences in speed and tracks, which 
requires cifferent playback equipment. 

The Section may not decide on a specific format, but can point on 
fhe proociem, which of course is a barrier for international 


lending. 


AS audio technology is changing we do not know what changes will 

influence our libraries. 

Converting a collection from one format to another costs lots of 

money. If one day in the future —- technology forces us to change 

the format in use, and it probably does our aim will be to change 


our format into an internationally accepted standard format. 
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This may be a possibility as a result of the network, experience 


re 


and knowledge gained by the work of the Section and IFLA. 


COPYRIGHT 


Copyright is an obstacle concerning talking books and large 


print-editions as Braille is mostly excluded from copyright laws. 


Copyright may prevent the production of a talking Book and thus 
denying intormation to a print Nandicap reader. 
The Section will continue the work of investigating and 


ciarifying questions of copyright. 


POSTAL LAW/CUSTOMS REGULATIONS 


To ensure the free flow of information and promote International 
lending of talking books and braille, both the post and custom 


are involved. 


Literature for the blind must be clearely marked by a symbol to 
be understood by anyone. To-day the French Cécogramme is 
accepted. The Cécogramme is accepted by the Universal Fostal 
Union, there is still nations not recognizing "Free matter for 


the blind." 
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The Section nas been working on creating a label and the World 
Blind Union has been consulted. 

The label will have to be approved by the Universal Fostal 
Union. 

Another odstacie is custom regulations “where a user may be 
obliged to pay for borrowing of Oraille or talking sent from 


abroad. " 


Braille books are larger and more bulky than print editions, and 
there is a limit of weight and size when sent by air - decided 


individually in each country. 


Braille 500k sent from Australia to Norway may cost money for the 
user when returning by air - and surface mail is not acceptable 


monsidering the distance. 


This problem, encountered early in the Section’s history, is 


still with us. 


The terms of reference as stated in 19ff for the Working Group, 
have been enhanced and refined to reflect the world as it is 
today. Of though certain problems are not to be solved even 
within a decade —- some because of laws and regulations, and some 


because of attitude. 


Only by knowledge, experience cooperation is there possibility 


Of giving better service to our users. 
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Enowlegde and experience have been shared through these years by 
Section arranging Expert Meetings in conjungtion with the IFLA 
conferences. Expert Meetings have been well attended all the 
years and by representatives not knowing of IFLA, but joining 


IFLA as an result. 


Revising the Medium Term Frogramme of the Section we compared 

the MTP of other Sections within our Division and found nearly 
ae working programmes with Children, Disadvantaged, 
School libraries, Public libraries, and daring to look across the 
border to other Divisions, we found close relationship with many 
other Divisions and Sections. 

Recognizing this need of cooperation we did not arrange an Expert 
meeting this year. In stead we have just completed a very 
Successfull 2 days satellite meeting together with Section of 
Libraries for the Disadvantaged and Round Table on Audio Visual 
Medium. 

The theme of the meeting was 

"Breaking down communication barriers. " 

More than 100 people from if countries attended the Satellite 
meeting. 

The interaction between professionals comming from different 
sections was very effective and productive, therefore it is very 
likely we may eousider Similar meetings in the future. Both with 


sections from this Division and with Sections from other 


Divisions. 
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IT have reported on the objectives and some of the work of the 


Section of Libraries for the Blind and much more could be said. 


IT would like to draw your attention to the publication list, 


you will see we have been very productive. 


And I hope this will inspire you to read more about us and the 


work we are doing to give blind and print handicapped readers 


eBqual access to information. 


Especially I would like to draw your attention to a booklet 


"Looking ahead" - . 


I will finish by announcing for our Section on Thuesday 


=1.August. 

The Section has a Session oan 

Audiaq and Braille" at Ki from 
TWO papers will be presented. 


interoration and we hope many 


Thank you for your attention. 
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THE INTERNATIONAL GUIDE TO FUBLISHERS AND DISTRIBUTORS OF LARGE 
PRINT. 
By BRUCE E. MASSIS under the auspices of the Section of 
Libraries for the Blind. i985. ISBN 90-70916-04-5 
IFLA Professional reports no 4. 


INTERNATIONAL DIRECTORY OF LIBRARIES FOR THE BLIND. 
Compiled by CLIFFORD LAW and KATHY MOIGNARD under the 
auspices of the Section of Libraries for the Blind. 1986. 
ISBN 90-70916-14-2 
(IFLA Frofessional reports no iil) 


WORLD BRAILLE USAGE 

The publication can be ordered from Unesco, 

7 Flace de Fontenoy, FSrOO Faris, France, or 
the National Library Service for the Blind and Fhysically 
Handicapped, Library of Congress, Washington DC, USA. 
ISBN (Unesco): 92-3-102323-3 and ISBN (Library of Congress) 
O-6444-0676-7. 


INTERNATIONAL DIRECTORY OF TACTILE MAF COLLECTIONS, 
Gdited by FRANK EURT CYLEE and JUDITH DIXON has been 
published by the National Library Service for the Blind and 
Physically Handicapped, Library of Congress, i985. 


[meee iNGs OF THE 1986 EXPERT MEETING, TOKYO, SECTION OF 
LIBRARIES FOR THE BLIND, compiled by Hiroshi Kawamura. 
Published 1988 by Organizing Committee of SLB/IFLA 

xpert Meeting Tokyo c/o Japan Braille Library 

23-4, Takadanobaba i-chome, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 160, Japan. 
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LOOKING AHEAD, A FIRST TEN YEARS: FUBLICATIONS AND FAFERS, 
SECTION OF LIBRARIES FOR THE BLIND, 1977-1986, compiled and 
edited by ALLAN LEACH, IFLA/Section of Libraries for the 
Blind/National Library for the Blind, 1987. 


INTERNATIONAL DIRECTORY OF BRAILLE MUSIC COLLECTIONS. 
Compiled and edited by SUZANNE E.THORIN, revised and updated 
by SHIRLY PIPER EMANUEL, National Library Service for the 
Blind and Physically Handicapped, Library of Congress, 
Washington DC, 1987 (The first edition was issued in 1984.) 
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To Deve. oe:Ns BRAILLE AND TALKING BOOK SERVICES. 
by LESLIE L. CLARK in coll. with DINA N. BEDI and 
7M. GILL, 1984, 108 p. 

42.00/IFLA Members DEM 31.50) 

37 D78—-20395-0 

S publication series no 30) 


feet ones tes FOR THE BLIND. S.ed. Ed. by 
HI KAWAMURA. 1990. 
A publication series no Sl? 
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